332. PRAISEWORTHY WORK BT CAPE INDIANS
MEETING AND DEPUTATION IN CONNECTION WITH THE NEW BILL
We congratulate our Indian brethren of the Cape on waking up
betimes and actively discharging their duty in regard to the new BilL As
soon as the General Dealers' Licences Bill was published in draft form
in the Cape Government Gazette$\e leaders sensed its real purport. They
held a big meeting in Cape Town/ expressed their feelings about the Bill
and passed some resolutions, details of which have already been published
before.2 Alive to the gravity of the situation, they have not remained con-
tent with just this. They waited in deputation upon the Honourable the
Attorney-General of the Cape Colony, presented these resolutions and
discussed them with him. In choosing the members of the deputation,
they showed tact, and included two respectable local Members of Parlia-
ment3 to lead them.
The Attorney-General, Mr. Sampson, explained to them a number
of points about the draft Bill. Some of these explanations were all right,
but his answers, on the whole, cannot be said to have been satisfactory.
It is apparent that the Indian leaders will have to be very much on their
guard when the Bill comes up before Parliament. The question of Ianguage3
in particular, came in for much discussion at this interview. An article in the
Bill requires, of every applicant for a licence, a knowledge of at least one
European language. On this point Mr. Sampson did some plain-speaking,
but a few other things he said showed that he was being shrewdly evasive.
The satisfying part of the interview was that he agreed to clarify, in the
provision relating to language, that only the account books need be kept
in a European language and that it was unnecessary [for the authorities]
to ensure whether or not the applicant knew the language. The Indians
have no objection to the books being required to be kept is a European
language; even so, the Attorney-General passed many strictures [on
Indian traders] with reference to this point. Although there was little force
in his arguments, Indians have to be cautious, particularly about what
he said on the subject of discretion being vested in the Magistrate, For
any matter to be left to discretion nowadays means uncertainty and end-
less delay. We have seen that, all along, everywhere in South Africa, dis-
cretion has had only one result, viz., it invariably goes against Indians.
Mr. Sampson tried to show that the Indians did not have much to fear
but in doing so he somewhat transgressed the limits of his own caution.
Thus it was that he let the cat out of the bag when, in his final reply to
1 A meeting of a large number of  prominent Indian residents of Gape Town was held
under the auspices of the British Indian League at the Masonic Hall, Gape Town,
2  Vide Indian Opirtion, 18-3-1905, and Indian Opinion, 25-3-1905.
3 Sir William Thorne, M.L.A, and the Hon. Edmund Powell, M.L..C.